
The John Earle Chase Memorial Park 

 
This 400 acre natural park was farmed by successive members of the Chase family until they donated 
the land to Trent-Severn Waterway (TSW), Parks Canada, in 1995. Ralph and Evelyn were the last 
two Chase family members to live on the farm. They wanted this land to be preserved in its natural 
state and not developed.  The property was named in memory of their brother, John Earle, a former 
school teacher in Buckhorn, who was killed during the Second World War in 1943.  

Although the property was donated years ago, managing land is beyond the TSW’s mandate and the 
organization was not able to manage the property.  As a result illegal use than did not meet the intent 
of the donation occurred. Some of the issues included illegal dumping, tree cutting, vandalism and 
abuse to the conservation features of the property.  

The Buckhorn Trails Association brought the park to the attention of the community and hosted 
community walks and cleanups. As time passed, interest in helping to upgrade and care for the 
property spread to KLT. 

In 2018, the Kawartha Land Trust (KLT) and TSW signed an agreement naming KLT as the property 
steward. Since then volunteers and staff have also planted trees, removed garbage, debris and 
invasive species and mended fences. 

This property is open to the public, and three well-marked trails covering 7.5 km have been 
established with new markers and signage.  

With beautiful views overlooking Pigeon Lake, mature maple forests and wetlands bursting with life, 
this property is too beautiful not to share and open to the public for you to enjoy! 
 
Early History: First Nations 
This property is on the traditional territory of the Anishinaabe Mississauga people, in the territory 
covered by the Williams Treaty. Since time immemorial Indigenous peoples have been the stewards 
and caretakers of this land. 

 
The natural heritage features of this land suggest this place would have been a valuable location for 
seminomadic First Nations people who moved across the landscape in seasonal pursuit of locations 
with the plants and animals they needed to survive. 
 
Indicators that suggest First Peoples may have gathered at this location are the: 
 

- West facing slopes adjacent to the Pigeon lake (Ojibwee lg.) provide good vantage point on the 
surrounding area 

 

- Abundant Mannomin (wild rice) on adjacent water is a staple food source 
 

- Stands of White Oak (Ojibwee lg.) and Red Oak (Ojibwee lg.) are ideal upland food sources. 
Because White Oak, which is edible without treatment, provides immediate nourishment, while 
Red Oak needs extensive 'washing' to become edible. The presence of both means residents 
here would have food for immediate consumption and food for winter storage. 

 
After immigrants from Europe arrived, the land was divided among settlers and the reserve system 
established the Curve Lake First Nation nearby. Band members continued to have a relationship with 
this land and elders from Curve Lake remembered trading fish caught in Pigeon Lake for chicken eggs 
raised by the Chase family. 
 
 



 
The Chase Family  

William Parse Chase, a sawyer from Lang, in Otonabee, and his wife Elizabeth, bought these 400 
acres in 1872 and he soon started a sawmill on the shore just north of where the causeway is today.  

The Chases had six daughters and four sons. When the mill burned down, Chase left the area to join 
three sons who were in Vancouver. In 1907 the family returned to this property and resumed farming. 

Young Albert Chase, the youngest son took over the family farm and cared for his parents with his 
sister Sivilla. John married Ann Northey, a Lakehurst school teacher and they had seven children, 
Albert, Marion, Audrey, Earl, Ralph, Evelyn and Carman.  

Ralph and Evelyn stayed on the farm and cared for their parents and were the last two Chase family 
members who lived on this property.  

Ralph and Evelyn wanted this land to be preserved in its natural state and not developed. In 1996 they 
had signed an agreement with Parks Canada and donated this land to the Trent-Severn Waterway. 

They also wanted the land named in memory of their brother, John Earle, who was killed during the 
Second World War in 1993. John Earle, known as Earle, was a school teacher in Buckhorn before 
joining the Reserve Unit of the Royal Regiment of Canada in 1940. He was killed by a sniper’s bullet 
near Regalbuto on August 1, 1943. 

 

Chase Trails 

by Thom Unrau 
Land Stewardship Manager 
Kawartha Land Trust 
 

Red Trail 

From the parking lot you’ll follow an old country lane through a forest. The forest was next to an old 
homestead which is evident in the age of the forest. Trembling aspen and cedar groves take over old 
fields and those that were abandoned earlier are typical of medium age forests covered with sugar 
maple and the carpet of spring wildflowers and sedges that accompany them. The trail loops around to 
take in views of a cattail marsh that is a deep bay off Pigeon Lake. These natural areas adjacent to 
marshes are important interfaces for birds and animals as they are rich transitional habitats. In season 
this is a great place to hear Red Winged Blackbirds and choruses of frogs. 

The forest opens up to old hay fields where the first farmers seeded with grasses and forage mixes 
brought from Europe during settlement. Native plants like milkweed find places to grow here as well, 
attracting Monarch butterflies. Birds like Meadowlarks – which can only breed in open fields – build 
nests hidden in tangles of grass. Kestrels survey the fields from tall trees in in the hedgerows. 

 

Blue trail 

Before cresting the hill and enjoying views of Pigeon Lake, the trail passes by patches of native 
grasses suggesting this place was once tall grass prairie ecosystem – a rare habitat mostly lost in 
Ontario. Huge oak and white pine trees distribute their seeds far and wide, and a higher number of 
native wildflowers are found in this open area – with spreading dogbane, wild bergamot, creeping 
snowberry and yellow pimpernel can be seen in the partial shade of the woodland edge. 



Entering the forest, steep hills, vernal pools and mixed forest offer diverse food sources and habitat 
types to the animals that live here. The forest contains Oak, Pine, Maple, Cherry Hemlock and Beech 
trees. Look for the uncommon musclewood shrub...its bark looks wavy like protruding muscles. The 
occasional massive Oak trees can be picked out among the growing forest. These giants have many 
limbs low on the trunk which indicates that they enjoyed the full sun of a settlers clear cut. 

 

Yellow trail 

Passing by the site of the old barn and farmhouse, the trail enters a mature hardwood forest. Large 
sugar maples both tower above and also rest on the ground. Large dead trees form important habitat 
in forests – features that would often be removed when land is not managed for conservation. Trilliums, 
Blood Root and Trout Lily take advantage of rich conditions among the leaf litter, and the occasional 
salamander or wood frog can be found here. 

Glimpses of Pigeon Lake can be seen during fall and winter when the trees have lost their leaves. This 
section of the property protects a kilometre of natural shoreline on open water. Travelling further west, 
the trail eventually meets the water at a quiet spot under a willow tree. The ground is wetter in this 
area and the upland hardwood forest has been replaced by moisture-loving Ash and Poplar trees, and 
a carpet of horsetails and ferns on the forest floor. 

 


